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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are pending and have been examined- The priority date considered for the 
application is May 29, 2001. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1- 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Pat. 
No- 5,590,056 to Barritz. 

With respect to claim 1, Barritz discloses a method for automatically configuring 
performance management software in a computer system (see the title and abstract), comprising: 

(a) inventorying applications and performance management tools (see column 4, lines 44- 
47, which shows surveying or inventorying program modules or applications); 

(b) generating an inventory list of the applications and the performance management 
tools (see column 5, lines 13-34, which shows generating a list of names, i.e. an inventory list, of 
the program modules); 

(c) using the inventory list, generating a performance management tools configuration 
(see column 5, lines 30-34, which shows using the list of names to generate a system 
configuration log); and 
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(d) restarting the performance management software to engage the configuration of the 
performance management tools (see column 9, lines 12-22, which shows starting or restarting the 
monitoring program, i.e. the performance management software, after generating the system 
configuration log). 

Although Barritz discloses surveying or inventorying the program modules present on a 
computer system (see column 5, Hues 5-12) and a performance monitoring or management tool 
(see monitoring program 22 in FIG. 1), Barritz does not expressly disclose inventorying and 
generating an inventory list of performance management tools. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the inventorying taught by Barritz includes inventorying performance 
management tools, because such performance management tools themselves are applications or 
program modules that would be identified. 

With respect to claim 2, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the method is 
executed upon start up of the computer system (see column 4, lines 53-56, which shows 
executing the method when it is first introduced on a computer system, i.e. upon startup). 

With respect to claim 3, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the method is 
executed on demand (see column 4, lines 50-53, which shows executing the method by an 
operator or interactive user, i.e. on demand). 

With respect to claim 4, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the method is 
executed periodically (see column 4, lines 50-53, which shows executing the method 
periodically). 
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With respect to claim 5, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the method is 
executed automatically (see column 4, lines 50-53, which shows executing the method by 
another program, i.e. automatically) . 

With respect to claim 6, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the step of 
generating the inventory list comprises writing inventory information to an ASCII-format file 
(see column 9, hnes 34-40, which shows writing the inventory information such that it may be 
displayed and manipulated by well-known programs). 

Although Barritz does not expressly disclose an ASCII-format file, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use an ASCII- 
format file for information that is to be displayed and manipulated by well-known programs. 

With respect to claim 7, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the step of 
generating the configuration file comprises specifying one or more of collection parameters, 
application-specific interfaces, performance thresholds, and alarms applicable to specific 
performance management tools (see column 9, lines 55-62, which shows specifying collection 
parameters for a monitoring program, i.e. a performance management tool). 

With respect to claim 8, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the inventory step 
comprises inventorying installed application programs and installed performance management 
tools (see column 9, lines 27-29, which shows surveying or inventorying products installed on 
the computer system). 
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With respect to claim 9, Barritz further discloses inventorying active application 
programs and active performance management tools, wherein the active application programs 
and performance management tools are flagged to indicate an active status (see column 6, line 58 
to column 7, Kne 12, which shows recording or inventorying active program modules and 
recording or flagging relevant status information). 

With respect to claim 10, Barritz further discloses: 

(a) manually amending the inventory list (see column 11, lines 16-25, which shows 
manually amending the list of products, i.e. the inventory list, by the user); and 

(b) repeating the step of generating the performance management tools configuration (see 
column 11, line 63 to column 12, line 4, which shows repeating the step of generating the system 
configuration log). 

With respect to claim 11, Barritz further discloses storing the inventory list and the 
performance management tools configuration in a memory (see column 5, lines 35-40, which 
shows storing the system configuration log and other information in a memory). 

With respect to claim 12, Barritz discloses an apparatus that configures performance 
management tools in a computer system (see the title and abstract), comprising: 

(a) a registry that reads information from hardware devices, application programs, and 
performance management programs (see surveying program 12 in FIG. 1 and column 5, lines 13- 
34, which shows reading information from hardware storage devices and program modules or 
apphcations); 
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(b) a kernel coupled to the registry that receives the information read by the registry and 
writes the information to an inventory file (see reporting program 60 in FIG. 1 and column 8, 
lines 43-63, which shows writing the information to an inventory report or file); 

(c) a file generator that receives the inventory file and information related to the computer 
system and generates a performance management tools configuration file (see column 5, lines 
30-34, which shows receiving a Hst of program modules, i.e. an inventory file, and generating a 
system configuration log); and 

(d) an operating system that restarts the performance management programs after 
generation of the configuration file (see operating system 24 in FIG. 1 and column 9, lines 12-22, 
which shows starting or restarting the monitoring program, i.e. the performance management 
program, after generating the system configuration log). 

Although Barritz discloses surveying or inventorying the program modules present on a 
computer system (see column 5, lines 5-12) and a performance monitoring or management tool 
(see monitoring program 22 in FIG. 1), Barritz does not expressly disclose inventorying and 
generating an inventory list of performance management tools. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the inventorying taught by Barritz includes inventorying performance 
management tools, because such performance management tools themselves are applications or 
program modules that would be identified. 

With respect to claim 13, Barritz ftirther discloses the limitation wherein the registry 
reads the information from hardware devices, application programs, and performance 
management programs automatically upon startup of the computer system (see column 4, lines 
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53-56, which shows executing the method when it is first introduced on a computer system, i.e. 
upon startup). 

With respect to claim 14, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the registry 
reads the information automatically and periodically during operation of the computer system 
(see column 4, hues 50-53, which shows reading the information periodically). 

With respect to claim 15, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the inventory 
file is an ASCII-format file (see column 9, lines 34-40, which shows writing the inventory 
information such that it may be displayed and manipulated by well-known programs). 

Although Barritz does not expressly disclose an ASCII-format file, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use an ASCII- 
format file for information that is to be displayed and manipulated by well-known programs. 

With respect to claim 16, Barritz further discloses the hmitation wherein the hardware 
devices, application programs and performance management tools are installed in the computer 
system (see column 9, lines 27-29, which shows surveying or inventorying products installed on 
the computer system). 

With respect to claim 17, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein one or more of 
the installed hardware devices, application programs and performance management tools are 
active, and wherein the kemel flags the active hardware devices, application programs and 
performance management tools (see column 6, line 58 to column 7, line 12, which shows 
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recording or inventorying active program modules and recording or flagging relevant status 
information). 

With respect to claim 18, Barritz further discloses an interface that provides manual 
updating of the inventory file (see column 11, lines 16-25, which shows manually updating the 
list of products, i.e. the inventory file, by the user). 

With respect to claim 19, Barritz discloses a method for configuring performance 
management tools in a computer environment (see the title and abstract), comprising: 

(a) discovering installed application programs in the computer environment (see column 
9, hnes 27-29, which shows determining or discovering products installed on the computer 
system); 

(b) discovering installed performance management tools in the computer environment 
(see column 9, lines 27-29, which shows determining or discovering products installed on the 
computer system); 

(c) discovering active application programs in the computer environment (see column 6, 
line 58 to column 7, line 12, which shows recording or discovering active program modules); 

(d) discovering active performance management tools in the computer environment (see 
column 6, line 58 to column 7, line 12, which shows recording or discovering active program 
modules); 

(e) generating an inventory file of the installed and the active application programs and 
performance management tools, wherein the active application programs and performance 
management tools are flagged (see column 5, lines 13-34, which shows generating a list of 
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names, i,e, an inventory file, of the program modules, and column 6, line 58 to column 7, line 12, 
which shows recording or flagging relevant status information for the active program modules); 

(f) generating a performance management tools configuration file based on features of the 
computer environment and the inventory file (see column 5, lines 30-34, which shows generating 
a system configuration log based on the environment knowledge base and the inventory); and 

(g) restarting the performance management tools to engage the performance management 
tools (see column 9, lines 12-22, which shows starting or restarting the monitoring program, i.e. 
the performance management tool, after generating the system configuration log). 

Although Barritz discloses surveying or discovering the program modules present on a 
computer system (see column 5, lines 5-12) and a performance monitoring or management tool 
(see monitoring program 22 in FIG. 1), Barritz does not expressly disclose discovering and 
generating an inventory file of performance management tools. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the discovering taught by Barritz includes discovering performance 
management tools, because such performance management tools themselves are appUcations or 
program modules that would be identified. 

With respect to claim 20, Barritz further discloses the limitation wherein the discovering 
steps are performed automatically on startup of the computer environment (see column 4, lines 
53-56, which shows performing the method when it is first introduced on a computer system, i.e. 
upon startup), and further comprising: 

(a) manually amending the inventory file (see column 11, lines 16-25, which shows 
manually amending the list of products, i.e. the inventory file, by the user); 
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(b) regenerating the performance management tools configuration file (see column 1 1 , 
line 63 to column 12, line 4, which shows repeating the step of generating, i.e. regenerating, the 
system configuration log); and 

(c) restarting the performance management tools to engage the performance management 
tools, wherein the restarting step is performed after the regenerating step (see column 9, lines 12- 
22, which shows starting or restarting the monitoring program, i.e. the performance management 
tool, after generating the system configuration log). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not rehed upon is considered pertinent to appH cant's 
disclosure. U.S. Pat. No. 5,867,659 to Otteson discloses a system for monitoring events and 
configuring the event monitor. U.S. Pat. No. 6,167,538 to Neufeld et al. discloses a system for 
monitoring the performance of components recognized in a computer system. U.S. Pat, No. 
5,444,642 to Montgomery et al discloses a system for monitoring events and automatically 
configuring the monitor. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Yigdall whose telephone number is (703) 305-0352. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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